
 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 

Spring has finally arrived, at least on the calendar. Now that it is easier for everyone to get around, I am 
pleased to announce our first event of the 2017 season, which will take place on Sunday, April 30 from 
1.00 to 4.00 pm. The theme of this afternoon event is MAGIC OF SPRING, celebrating the beautiful 
season, at the well-known Barnsteiner’s Restaurant, located at the corner of Yonge Street and Balmoral 
Avenue, in Toronto, just a few blocks south of St. Clair Avenue. This is the same restaurant where we 
celebrated our 2016 Christmas Celebration. 
You will be treated to a delicious Austrian-style meal, of soup or salad, a Chicken Schnitzel and 
Apfelstrudel for dessert, while the Matt Lebar Duo entertains us with melodies of Spring in Vienna and 
beyond. 
 
The cost for the event is $60 per person for members and $65 for non-members. To register for this 
lovely afternoon event, please visit our website at www.austriansociety.ca or phone 416-477-1123 – 
the voice mail line of the Society, where you can leave a message for a callback. Registration and 
prepayment on the website by PayPal or credit card will be available starting Wednesday, March 29th. 
Just a reminder, if you prefer to pay by cheque, you can also still register on our website. Just indicate 
that your method of payment will be by cheque. And you can always send an email to 
info@austriansociety.ca to register. Please note that space is limited and registrations can only be 
confirmed once we receive your advance payment. We hope you won’t miss this first culinary and 
musical event of the season. 
 
For your information, the well-known choir ensemble “Schola Cantorum” will hold its farewell concert 
with the theme “Lieder der Heimat” on Saturday, April 8, at 3:00 PM in the St. Ansgar Lutheran Church, 
1498 Avenue Road (corner Lawrence Avenue). This venerable choir has cultivated the traditional songs 
of all German speaking regions in Europe for 40 years, and has been performing many popular concerts 
under the leadership of Manfred Petz since 1979. For information and tickets please call 416-481-8484. 
On behalf of the membership of the Canadian-Austrian Society, we express a heartfelt Thank You to 
Schola Cantorum for their dedication to the Lieder from the homelands for so many decades. This will 
be a bittersweet but not-to-be-missed last concert. 
You will find more information on our website. 
  
As for our own activities following the Magic of Spring event, I can give you a brief overview of what we 
currently have on the drawing board. 
 
We will soon be announcing our support for an upcoming performance of “Der Rosenkavalier in 
Concert”, for either June 9 or 10. We should know within a few weeks for which of these two dates we 
will be offering tickets with a before- or after-event we are still working on. The venue will be the Church 
of the Redeemer on Bloor Street and Avenue Road. 
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For late June, we are considering a visit to the Aga Khan Museum in Toronto, with its remarkable 
architecture and beautiful garden. 
 
A Summer day-trip to Gravenhurst, with a boat ride on the Segwun, and a visit to the Wolf Centre in 
the Haliburton Forest is also in the planning stage for either July or August. This excursion would be an 
ideal opportunity for families with children to explore these picturesque areas of Ontario. 
 
Looking ahead to late Summer and early Fall, we are evaluating the feasibility of an Oktoberfest at the 
Chelsea Hotel, in cooperation with other interested organizations. Then we set our sights on the 
October 26 Austrian National Holiday, which we usually try celebrate as close as possible to the actual 
date. We will conclude our annual calendar of events once again with our traditional Christmas 
Celebration. 
 
Our goal is to set firm dates for as many events as possible, and as soon as possible. This will make it 
easier for you to plan your personal attendance as often as possible, which is really the primary purpose 
of our Canadian-Austrian Society of Toronto. 
 
Your Board of Directors would like to thank all those who have already submitted your membership 
dues for this year. You will recall that that we had decided on a combined 2016/2017 membership fee, 
as circumstances prevented us from having a full events schedule. We are off to a good start this year, 
and we are counting on those of you who have not yet come forward, to assist our efforts with your 
membership payment. We will most likely have at least one event this year which will be open to paid-
up members only. If all things go as planned, this will be an event we are sure you would want to get 
an invitation for. More in this in our next newsletter. 
 
Wishing all members and Friends of Austria a pleasant Spring and hope to see you on April 30! 
 
 
 
 
 
Ernst Kroiss 
President 
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