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Dear Members and Friends 
A Happy, Healthy & Prosperous New Year to All of You! 

Recent events and a look ahead at 2016 
As most of you will recall, we held our Austrian National Holiday Celebration last October at the Musket. 
Regretfully, the food quality and service were way below standard. Many of our guests did not even get their 
desserts served. Based on your numerous complaints, and given the inadequate response from the Musket 
management, the Board of Directors has decided not to use this establishment any more. As a result, we are 
actively looking for a suitable restaurant in Toronto as a venue for our future events. We encourage all 
members to assist us in this search. The criteria for us are as follows: 
- A private room, preferably accessible without stairs 
- Adequate space for about 70 persons 
- Comfortably accessible by public transit 
- Ideally also a screen for showing movies  

If you know of any such place, please let us know 

Our Christmas Celebration and tribute to Christine Meyer at the Wallace Gastropub was a great success. The 
fundraising for SOS Children’s Villages raised $380 in donations, and one of our members is sponsoring a child 
for one year, at an approximate cost of $430. 

♦ We would like to acknowledge with great appreciation our generous sponsors: 
♦ Attila & Marion Glatz, who donated two tickets to their Annual New Year Concert “Salute to Vienna” 
♦ The Toronto Operetta Society, who donated two tickets to their Operetta “The Student Prince” 
♦ The Austrian Trade Commission and “Food Depot International” for their donation of gift baskets 

 

The “Wallace Gastropub” did a great job and a good time was had by everyone in attendance. 

A special Thank You goes to Helena Holl, for her Interlude in memory of Christine Meyer! 

We hope you all had a beautiful Christmas and a nice New Year celebration. Many of you may have attended 
the “Bravissimo” concert on New Year’s Eve at Roy Thomson Hall, as well as the “Salute to Vienna” concert, 
either on New Year’s Day at Roy Thomson Hall or on January 3rd in Hamilton. The “Student Prince” at the St. 
Lawrence Centre was also not to be missed. 
 

Please consider supporting these events also in the future. They are an important part of our history and 
identity. Hopefully many of you also had an opportunity to watch the PBS broadcast of the traditional annual 
New Year’s Concert of the Vienna Philharmonic, hosted by Julie Andrews. 
 

As you all are aware, our group is shrinking in numbers, and so are comparable other organizations. The 
Steirer Club has far less members now than just a few years ago, the Donauschwaben had to give up their 
restaurant, the Burgenländer are working very hard at their organization, but as is evident from last year’s 
Picnic, they also experience reduced attendance. Even the Hansa Haus had to cancel a Schlachtfest, due to 
declining participation.  
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It is difficult to hold most events without a certain minimum number of attendees. This is one of the reasons 
we are working on expanding our association with the Hungarian Club. Our common history and culture, not 
to mention our shared musical heritage and gastronomy more than make up for the language barrier. They 
just opened the new Hungarian Cultural Centre close to Eglinton Avenue and O’Connor Drive, just west of 
Victoria Park. A substantial grant by the Hungarian Government made this project possible. Once this centre 
is fully operational, we may well explore the possibility of holding some of our events there. 
 
We were considering a Spring Dance, but many of our members have let us know that they now spend the 
winter months in a warmer climates and will not be back till Easter. 
 
We are currently exploring a spring out-of-town excursion and possibly a theatre tour. On previous occasions 
we always had about 25 persons attending each theatre tour. Last fall was an exception, when we were left 
with 13 unsold tickets, which we could not return for refund. To avoid a similar situation, future tours will 
require early reservation and payment. 
We are currently working on an excursion to the Hamilton Warplane Museum, followed by an early dinner 
and entertainment at the Continental Austrian Club in Burlington. The tentative date is Saturday, May 14th. 
Providing we get a positive response from the club, we will then announce the trip details. 
For Saturday, June 4th, a theatre trip to Stratford to see “A Chorus Line” is in the planning stages, as is a trip 
on Saturday, October 1st to Niagara-on-the-Lake to see “Alice in Wonderland”. If you are interested in any of 
the theatre tours, please pre-register with Ms. Astrid von Czieslik by telephone at 416.797.7984 or by Email 
to astrid_von_czieslik@sympatico.ca  
This way you will be in her mailing and phone list and you will never miss another theatre tour! 
 

We are also looking at the possibility of an excursion to the “Grand River” with a boat trip. A trip there many 
years ago was very successful. Closer to home we may have a summer boat trip in Toronto Harbour and 
Islands with lunch.  
  

Our current board has only three members. They consist of Astrid von Czieslick, Herbert Wolf and myself, 
Ernst Kroiss. We are all busy with work and the time we can set aside for the Society is not unlimited. If we 
could fill even one of the two vacancies on the Board of Directors, this would make it easier to accomplish 
everything we would like to do on your behalf. If any of you out there is willing to join us on the Board, or as 
a volunteer at our functions, please get in touch with us.   
 

A number of you have been taking advantage of our PayPal Payment System, which allows you to book and 
prepay our events directly in your computer – either with a PayPal account or just with your credit card. We 
would like to see more of you making use of this tool for upcoming events. We instituted PayPal to ease our 
bookkeeping and simplify banking for us. It does make our lives easier and allows us a bit more time to devote 
to event planning and other activities. 
 

Be an active member! Attend as many events as you can and encourage friends to join you. Listen to Helmut 
Gschoesser on AM 530 on Sundays from 8 am to 1 pm. He always announces our upcoming events. So does 
Ulli Jeschke on CHIN Radio AM 1540 from 7 to 8 am, also on Sundays. Most of our events are also mentioned 
in the German Newspaper “Das Journal” 
 

The Board of Directors wishes you a Happy and Healthy 2016! 
 
 
Ernst Kroiss 
President 
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